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This issue we'll be looking at fruits of

the spirit: love

\ov® How we love Jesus.
lo,
each other e

God ®
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Explorers
Welcome backl We're starting a with this
edition, on the of the
Over the next few magazines, we're going to look
carefully at each of the fruits of the spirit that are
listed for us in : who demonstrated them to
us in the Rible, what they mean for us and how they
should us in our daily lives.
As vsval, we've got lots of games and for
you to do along the wayl
In this edition, we're going to look at the first
‘fruit' - . This isn't love like you get in cheesy
films though: it's real, active, and SO important - as
we're going to discoverl So stay ,and enjoy
and what it means with us.
Loads of
Joel, Claire, and Phoebe


















God's Love

God's love is the foundation of our beliefs, and
the reason that we have an understanding of love.
1 John 4:19 says “We love Him because He first
loved us.” John also says “God is love". He is
fundamentally, completely, aloving being — and he
loves US!

[t's important to remember, though, that we have
to love God - and show this through our actions.
It's not unconditional — that means we can't just
do whatever we like and expect God to continve
to love us.
He will always be there for us to turn to him, but
he expects us to show our love for him. That's
because he has already given us so much in love -

so it's our turn to show love back.
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How do we show love to the people around us? Qften, that's
really easy — to love our friends is greatl Put in Matthew 5:43,
Jesus tells us to even love our enemies... How do we actvally do

that?

Firstly, who is our ‘enemy'? We don't usvally have literally
enemies, so who is Jesus talking about?

It could really be anyone who we find it difficult to get on with.
That could be people at school, or even people at the meeting.
No matter what or who, Jesus tells us to be loving towards them
- and not just when they are around! He also tells us to “pray for
those who spitefully use you" (v44). So even when we are on our
own in prayer to God, we should pray for everyone to know

God's love too.

Here are some suggestions for how to show love to the people
around You - can you match them up and add any extras?



The Good §amaritan ’

You might already know the story of the Good Samaritan
(if not, have a quick read - its in Luke 10:25-37). The
man needed help — and the Samaritan gave him help, even
though the Jews and the Samaritans were enemies at the
time. This is how Jesus explained “love your enemies” to

the people he taught.
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How can we be 'Good Samaritans' to people around us?
Fill in each finger of the ‘helping hand’ with your ideas.







Jesus' example of love

As well as teaching us with parables, Jesus showed us the
vltimate example of love in his actions.
Song of Solomon 5:16 describes Jesvsasa——

e This is how we want to be described|

The gospels tell us some of the things Jesus did that showed his
love for the people around him. Have a ook at the verses below

and see if you can write down what Jesus does that is so loving.
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Then there's the most important example Jesus showed us:
he gave his life to save us and provide forgiveness of our
sins through him. John 15:13 says:

“Greater love has no man than this, than a man

lay down his life for his friends"
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1 bears all things, —__ all things, hopes all
things...
6. though [ speak with the —__ of men and
of angels
[. though [ have the gift of ___
8.now we seeina ___, dimly, but then face
to face
Across:
2. does not behave ___
3. when ] became aman, [ put away — things

4. love never —__

5. but when that whichis — has come, then
that which is in part will be done away.

9. the greatest of these is — __

10. does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the
11. love does not e __

12. Ishall ———_____ just as [ also am known






